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Charlotte’s Web bv E.B. White

When asked to recommend one book to the
students and faculty of Kyokyo, without question I
recommend Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White
because it is a story of friendship and hope that can
be enjoyed by all ages. Also, as an English teacher,
I can happily recommend it strongly as an exquisite
example of American writing artistry. I have read
and reread this masterpiece many times, and every
time it is a new adventure.

The first time [ read it, I was in the second grade
of elementary school. As a young child I loved this
exciting adventure story about a spider and a little
girl desperately acting to save a little pig’s life. I
read it with wide open eyes, relieved that Wilbur
was saved, but quite disturbed that the story did not
end in the typical “happily ever after” way that I
had learned to expect. Looking back at that time, I
realize what the story taught me then; it was right
after my grandfather died, and my mother gave it to
me to read as a good way to understand death. More
importantly, it helps any reader to understand how
to live well through kindly helping others and
acting bravely.

The second time I read it, it was assigned in
class by my seventh grade English teacher. At 13, 1
read the book in an entirely different way. It is also
a story about love. In the beginning, Fern loves
Wilbur like her own baby. She saves him from
death, feeds him, and cares for him like her own
child. Although Wilbur dependently loves her like
his mother, he is soon jilted when she falls in
romantic love with a boy her age and seems to
forget about Wilbur completely. The poor pig is
heartbroken, but soon he meets Charlotte, a spider
who shows him the love and care that a true friend
can give. She saves Wilbur from being killed and
eaten through the words she weaves into her web .
More importantly, she saves him from his own
limited beliefs about himself. Through kindness,
wit, and industry she teaches him that he is not
ordinary. Wilbur strives to embody the words in
Charlotte’s web by becoming terrific, radiant, and
even humble and the town celebrates its miracle pig.

My third reading was much later. Living in
Japan with a family of my own, I read it with my
wife and children with new eyes. This time, I
shared with my family many of the aspects just
mentioned about living, loving, hope, and dying. In
addition, having lived in Japan for many years, I
had gained a much deeper appreciation of the four
seasons and felt the book’s strong ties to nature.
Wilbur is born in the Spring, when everything
surrounding him is fresh and new. He grows strong
through the Summer, among the lively animals on
the farm. The story’s climax is in the Fall when
Wilbur wins at the county fair, a celebration of the
harvest. In Winter, Charlotte dies quietly amidst
some cold, grey chapters. Then when the next
Spring comes, Charlotte’s children are born and
Wilbur carries on Charlotte’s legacy, teaching her
children some of the things that she taught him.
This is also a story about salvation, childish Wilbur
is saved and in turn grows to help others; the story
celebrates life - a beautiful, natural cycle.

The fourth, fifth, and sixth time I read it was last
year, when I made it the main textbook for one of
my classes. This time I read it as an English teacher.
It is truly an exemplar of American prose - concise
and yet bursting with vibrant description. A body of
work has grown around Charlotte’s Web that is a
great support for intermediate English learners
intent on developing their literary sophistication.
The Annotated Charlotte’s Web, by Peter F.
Neumeyer explains the story’s artistry in great
detail. ~vmy roB<nbo) @Ra<EPAR)1s a delightful
translation into Japanese. For movie lovers, there
are two DVD movie remakes of the story, and I
recommend the 1973 version for English learners
because its dialogue and narrative are very loyal to
the original text (the 2006 version is a
disappointing Hollywood action drama). Lastly, I
must mention one final, little book for more
ambitious English learners that is co-authored by E.
B. White: The Elements of Style - undoubtedly the
foundation of American non-fiction writing style.

For lovers of good writing, Charlotte’s Web is a
romance that never ends.
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[RZE Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White; illustrated by Garth Williams
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