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Two-hour Excursion around Fushimi Historical Area by the Urban Commission of the
IGU (International Geographical Union) 2013 Kyoto Regional Conference, and the
General-Purpose English Booklet for the Excursion

Takashi KAGAWA
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The Guide from point [[J] to poine [l

Y 014 shiine Gokogu (Gokounomiya)

ﬂ Unique design Toryo apartment house
B Etevated mitway (Kintetsu Kyoto Line)
Y Tditiona shopping street Oresyi
Unique sidewalk and roadway

Defense road systemin the castle town
B} racitions shopping street Nayamachi
n Traditional shopping strect Ryoma-dori
n Historical wooden hotel Teradaya

C ible riverside walk Lji; Haryi
A sepancse Sake Museun Ohawra Kinenkan
Misa canal gate (Misu Kowmon)

B Unique design Toryo apartment house

These apartment houses were rebuilt on a site of old and
more conventional 2-story apartments, and were completed
from 1988 to 1991. The greatest feature is their sakagura
(warehouse of Japanese Sake) style which is one of the
famous landscape of Fushimi. If you compare with the actual
sakagura that we inspect later, it will be interesting. This
housing complex is the place in which the magistrate’s office

(bugyo-sho in Japanese) was established in the Era.

Therefore, the name of this place is called Bugyo-machi
(magistrate town). Afterwards it became the military ground
of the Japanese Army before 1945 (the end of WW II). Later
onit was requisitioned by the U.S. Forces after the war, and
then the first city-owned residences were built here about
1960.

TR 22 5

A 01 strine Gokogn (Gokounomipa)

Gokogu shrine is an old Shinfo shrine was established in
862. A present main building of this shrine was completed in
1605. We can drink the same groundwater used in the
brewing of Sake (Japanese rice wine) in the northwest coner
of this shrine. The front gate of this shrine was a main gate of

Fushimi Castle; it was moved to here in 1622

)

n Elevated railway (Kintetsu Kyoto Line)

This section was elevated since its opening in 1929. Itis
said that there are two reasons. One is the government’s
opposition due to their thought that it was disrespectful to the
TJapanese royal family if a railroad cross the roadway to the
Momoyama-Goryo (the Meiji Emperor’s grave). And the
other is the army’s objection to laying railroad on the ground,
because it was inconvenient for their activities.

Therefore, the railway company decided originally to make
subway. However, the local brewing association objected to
this plan, because they were affaid the subway would cut off
their groundwater stream. The solution to this problem led to
making the elevated railway.

E2 (20 1) ARREEXTvILY MORE (1~4 R—D)
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n Traditional shopping street Ofesuji

This is the most famous shopping street in Fushimi district
and it has an arcade (completed in 1997) which can perform
solar power generation . The amount of the maximum power
generation is 30kw per hour. Although the present arcade was
completed in 1997, the first one was completed in 1971. In
today’s Japan, many old shopping streets like Ozesuyji are
declining because people prefer to go shopping by car, rather
than walking. However, the population density in the
surrounding area of Ofesuji is very high, and so many people
here come shopping on foot. Consequently, a remarkable

decline is not seen here.

Defense road system in the castle town

Due to this road system it was very difficult for an
attacking army to enter the city centre and the castle because
they could not see very far in front of them. Thus type of road
sysemis called Tomi-Shadan (3% R.FE#) by Japanese
geographers.

E Unique sidewalk and roadway

‘Why does not this sidewalk have a barier or level
difference with the roadway?

Select three answers from the following.
In order to preserve a good landscape

To promote "universal design’

To improve driving safety

® 606

To save construction money

See the bottom of page 8.

n Traditional shopping street Nayamachi

The Passage Nayamachi Goban-gai Shopping Street has
an arcade, too. The first one was completed in 1956, earlier
than Oresyyji Shopping Street. The present one is the 3%, and it
was completed in 1996. Since there are many elderly
customers who come here on foot, this shopping street hasa
special customer service. Ifa customer collects enough
shopping stamps, they will be able to get shopping tickets or
other goods.

Answer of the question on page 6 | D @ @

2 (202 ARBEXTvILY FORE 6~8 R—D)

109



IERECE KA ERETH

n Traditional shopping street Ryoma-dori

This shopping street was given its present name in 1994.
The former name was the Minami-Nayamachi Shopping
Street. Ryoma Sakamoto is the famous name of a samurai
‘who was very popular among the Japanese people. This
shopping street is very close to the Teradaya Hotel (point
n which has a deep relation to Ryoma), therefore this
shopping street was named Ryoma-dori. The pavement of this
street was changed into a stone one from asphalt in 1997.

Comfortable riverside walk Ufigawa-Haryu
(a branch of Ujigawa River)

The Ujigawa-Haryu is an artificial river built in order to
carry in the material rice, used for sake to the Okura Brewing
Factory (presently point [ the Ghura Kinenkan=Okura
Commemoration Hall). This river was also used to carry out
ready-made sake. After railway and automobile transportation
prospered, this nver declined and weeds came to grow thick.
In 1994, a waterfront maintenance program was carried out
here, Itis now a locally popular area as a walk way,

WFFEARARER 22 7

I istorical wooden hotel Teradaya

Teradayais an original style Japanese hotel, though this
building is a museum now. In 1866, Ryoma Sakamoto
encountered an assassination attempt here. Many Japanese
respected Ryoma Sakamoto as a brave samurai who helped to
topple the government of Edo (Zokugawa government) and
contributed to the Meiji Restoration. It is said that the present
building was rebuilt in 1905. I recommend you to observe the
structure of this traditional style Japanese hotel, because
Japanese history is often difficult for many foreigners.

n Museum Japanese Sake Okura Kinenkan

(Okura Commemoration Hall)

This is the museum which was established by the greatest
sake brewing company Gekkeikan (which means laurel
wreath) and where we can understand the history and culture
of sake brewing. Inside a hall, various toals in connection
with the brewing industry can be seen. The brewing industry
prospered in Fushimi becanse there is very good groundwater.
‘We can check with the map which shows this exhibited, and
we can also actually drink groundwater and Gekkeikan’s sake
in the hall.

URL
hitp: 1 e I i ikl
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Misu canal gate (Misu Koumon)

An improvement work of the Yodogawa River was begun
early 20" century, and an embankment was built on the
Ujigawa River’s right bank. However, it became impossible
to arrange the traffic of ships between Fushimi Port and the
Ujigawa River. Therefore, the Misu canal gate was completed
to cancel this inconvenience in 1929.

However, the river transportation declined because
transportation moved to a land route, and so the Misu canal
gate was not used. The water level of the Ujigawa River has
fallen now due to the construction of the Amagase Dam in the

upstream region.
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